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Dr. Nelms Retires after 27 Years with School of Technology 
Dr. Howard Nelms, Professor 
of Technology Education, has for-
mally announced his retirement 
effective May 31, 1997. Dr. Nelms' 
teaching career began at Arcola 
(Illinois) High School in 1952. He 
taught at Arcola High School one 
year and then taught at the 
Mattoon Junior High and Mattoon 
Community High School for the 
next 12 years. He also held posi-
tions in two other out-of-state uni-
versities before coming to EIU. 
Dr. Nelms came to Eastern in 
1970 as an Assistant Professor in 
the School of Industrial Arts and 
Technology, specializing in 
Residential Building Construction 
and Architectural Drafting. He_ 
received his Ed.D. from the 
University of Northern Colorado 
in 1976 and did post doctorate 
work at Michigan State University 
in 1980. Dr. Nelms also received his 
private pilot's certificate in 1978 
and faculty from the School of 
Technology enjoyed many trips to 
conferences with Dr. Nelms. 
During his 27 years at Eastern, 
Dr. Nelms worked with several 
DAVTE research grants addressing 
construction trades curricula. He 
also was instrumental in develop-
ing curricula related to the con-
struction trades concentration in 
the School of Technology and 
served on numerous teacher edu-
cation committees at Eastern. Dr. 
Nelms also served on several advi-
sory boards for state and private 
construction organizations including 
the Illinois Industrial Education 
Association (currently the Illinois 
Industrial Technology Education 
Association); the Joint Advisory 
Council for Vocational Education; 
and the Illinois Institute of Natural 
Resources. 
Dr. Charles Coddington Accepts Position as Department Chair 
Dr. Charles Coddington assumed 
the position of Department Chair for 
the School of Technology effective 
July 1, 1996. Dr. Coddington came to 
Eastern from Morehead State 
University, Department of Industrial 
Education and Technology, Morehead, 
Kentucky where he served as chair 
since 1993. 
Dr. Coddington brings to the 
position an industrial consulting 
background with Nissan Motor 
Corporation, Digital Interface Systems, 
Heil-Quaker Corporation, General 
Electric, and Caterpillar Corporation. 
Additionally, Dr. Coddington has 
vained a vast experience with State 
Departments of Education in 
Maryland, Kentucky, and South 
Dakota. 
Dr. Coddington has added to his 
professional achievements by pre-
senting four research papers at 
national meetings and publishing 
three articles during 19%. Also in the 
area of grants and contracts, Dr. 
Coddington has received, to-date, 
funded awards in excess of 2 million 
dollars. 
Dr. Coddington is a member of 
the following professional organiza-
tions: National Association of 
Industrial Technology (NAIT), senior 
member of the Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers (SME), 
American Technical Education 
Association, American Vocational 
Association, National Association for 
Science, Technology & Sodety, Phi 
Delta Kappa and Epsilon Pi Tau. 
The School of Technology at EIU 
has long been known for its dynamic 
responses to the changes and 
demands of business and industry 
within the service region. Dr. 
Coddington indicated that the facul-
ty proposed that for 1996-97 the 
School of Technology, as a collective 
unit, initiate a revjew and updating 
of the curriculum within the industri-
al technology program; research and 
development of additional sites and 
offerings for the COS program; the 
empowerment of faculty and staff 
via updated technology; a re-vitaliza-
tion of the Industrial Technology 
Advisory fuard; and the establish-
ment of greater articulation between 
regional constitutes and the university. 
Research Grants Improve Quality of Education 
Several NSF grants as well as 
numerous state and local grants 
have created an increased climate 
of research and have improved 
both the quality of education and 
the physical facilities in the School 
of Technology. 
Dr. Ping Liu and several other 
faculty and graduate assistants are 
working with six grants from vari-
ous granting organizations. Dr. Liu 
is the primary investigator in a 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
(RIA-Tribology): "Investigation of 
Electrical Sliding Wear, Arc Erosion 
and Oxidation of Cu-15% Cr 
Deformation Processed Composite." 
In another NSF grant, Dr. Liu , Dr. 
Tom Waskom and Ray Richardson 
are involved with "Enhanced Plastic 
Recycling Experiments to Further 
Improve Undergraduate Materials 
Education." 
Dr. Liu, with the assistance of 
graduate students Jinshan Song 
and Nathan Wall, is working with 
two grants from Apogee Medical 
Research, in Effingham, Illionis on 
the "Effects of Machining on 
Structure and Wear Behavior of 
UHMWHDPE used for Orthopedic 
Joints," and "Development of 
Suture Crimp." 
The Illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources 
through the Office of Solid Waste 
Research at University of illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign is funding Dr. 
Liu and Dr. Waskom in the "Study of 
Composite Materials Made of 
Recycled High Density Polyethylene 
(HOPE) and Scrap Automobile Tire 
Particles." Graduate students Ryan 
Archey and Jason Boulanger are 
assisting with this research. 
Dr. Liu, assisted by under-
graduate students Kevin Shrob and 
Robert Coffey has received a grant 
from the Council for Faculty 
Research at Eastern Illinois 
University, titled "Processing 
Recycled Polystyrene into Useful 
Products." 
Dr. Don Armel, who recently 
accepted a position at Georgia 
Southern in Statesboro, Georgia, 
received a grant from the National 
Science Foundation for a Direct to 
Film Digital Imaging Laboratory. 
The grant will provide funds for 
eight stations and a server, new 
software, printers, and a direct-to-
film unit. In additon, digital cam-
eras, and color scanners will be 
purchased. Dr. Deborah Woodley 
is the fiscal agent in charge of 
implementing the project. 
Grant monies are an important 
asset to the School of Technology 
and have provided up-to-date 
equipment and the opportunity to 
conduct research in many areas of 
polymer processing. 
Visiting Professor Brings Expertise in Polymer Processing 
to the School of Technology 
Dr. Danuta Ciesielska, from the 
Poznan University of Technology 
in Poland, is a visiting professor 
with the School of Technology this 
spring semester. She is conducting 
research in the Polymer, Materials 
Testing, and Metrology Laboratories 
under the aegis of Dr. Ping Liu. 
Dr. Ciesielska earned a Doctor 
of Engineering degree from the 
Technical University of Poznan and 
is currently a faculty member in the 
Polymer Processing Laboratory in 
Poznan. Her specialty is the use of 
microscopic techniques for the 
observation and study of the struc-
ture of interphase surfaces. Dr. 
Ciesielska has authored 19 domes-
tic publications, two international 
papers, and lectured at 16 scientific 
conferences. 
While at Eastern Illinois 
University, Dr. Ciesielska is 
researching the structural changes 
of polystyrene as a function of the 
number of recycling times, using 
differential scanning calorimetry; 
the mechanical properties of poly-
"I really enjoyed my stay with the 
School of Technology. Our inter-
ests are very similar in that we 
are all interested in environmen-
tally friendly polymeric materials 
and the recycling of plastic 
wastes. The opportunity to study 
your research methods and use 
modern instruments has been an 
important experience for me." 
-Danka Ciesielska 
styrene related to tensile strength, 
percent elongation, and impact 
resistance; and means of improving 
the mechanical properties of poly-
styrene such as blending and other 
physical properties. 
Craig T. Adams is 
the graduate assistant in 
the Energy Lab. Adams, 
of Newman, lllinois, 
holds a bachelor's degree, 
from EIU, in Industrial 
Technology with an elec-
tronics concentration. A 
member of NAIT, 
Adams is the alternative 
representative for the 
School of Technology on 
the Graduate Student 
Advisory Council. Upon 
graduation, Adams 
hopes to obtain employ-
ment in management or 
Graduate Assistants 
concentration in manu-
facturing from EIU. 
Jin Li is a research 
assistant in the Materials 
Lab. A native of 
Shanghai, PR of Orina, 
Jin holds a Bachelor of 
Engineering degree, elec-
trical machine, from 
Shanghai University of 
Engineering Science. 
Upon graduation, Jin 
hopes to work as a pro-
fessional engineer. 
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Bryan Reaka, of 
Belleville, illinois, is the 
graduate assistant in the 
Metrology, Materials 
Testing, and Polymers 
Labs. He holds a 
Ryan C. Archey, of Duarte, Craig Adams, Mona Taylor, Jason Lax, Ryan Archey, Brian Reaka. 
Clinton, Illinois, is a 
research assistant researching and 
testing polymer composites. He 
holds a bachelor's degree in 
Industrial Technology from EIU with 
a concentration in manufacturing 
technology. Archey is a member of 
the American Society for Quality 
Control (ASQC) and the Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers (SME). He 
is also a member of Sigma Phi 
Epsilon fraternity. After graduation, 
Archey hopes to work in manufac-
turing in an engineering, quality, or 
management position. 
Jason Boulanger is a research 
assistant in the Polymers/Materials 
Testing area. He is researching com-
posites consisting of HOPE and recy-
cled rubber. Boulanger holds a bache-
lor's degree in Industrial Technology 
from EIU. He is a member of NAIT 
and SME. After graduation, he hopes 
to obtain employment as a manufac-
turing engineer, or work in the areas 
of quality control. Jason and his wife, 
Angie, are expecting their first child in 
late June. Boulanger is from Trenton, 
Illinois. 
Louis E. Bratton II, a native of 
Georgetown, Illinois, is the graduate 
assistant in the Production Lab. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Industrial Technology with a manu-
facturing option from EIU. Bratton is 
a member of NAIT, SME (treasurer, 
1995-1997), and a member of Tau 
Kappa Epsilon, international frater-
nity. He was president of TKE in 
1996, and served as Hypophetees in 
1994-1995. He partidpated in intra-
mural sports and UB Concerts. Louis 
hopes to obtain employment in the 
manufacturing industry as a manu-
facturing engineer. He and his fiancee, 
Kim Hoebbel, plan to be married in 
August 1998. 
Schuyler Duarte, of Providence, 
Rhode Island, is a graduate assistant 
in the Computer Integrated 
Manufacturing Lab. He holds a bach-
elor's degree in Industrial Technology, 
with concentrations in electrical tech-
nology and computer science from 
Rhode Island College. Following 
graduation in August, Duarte hopes 
to obtain employment as an educator 
at the university level or as an indus-
trial consultant/engineer. 
Jason Lax is the graduate assis-
tant in the Mechanical Lab. Lax is 
from Lake Zurich, illinois, and is a 
member of NAIT, SME, and the 
Sigma Pi International fraternity. 
Following graduation, Lax hopes to 
obtain a position in manufactur-
ing/industrial engineering. Lax 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Industrial Technology, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Technology Education from EIU. 
Reaka, a member of N AIT, hopes to 
become an instructor in a communi-
ty college or university. Reaka is the 
School of Technology's representa-
tive on the Graduate Student 
Advisory Council. This spring, 
Reaka was honored as the 
Distinguished Graduate Student in 
the School of Technology. 
Jinshan Song is a research assis-
tant of UHMWPE for artificial joints. 
A native of Hangzhou, PR of China, 
Jinshan holds a bachelor's degree in 
Materials Science and Engineering 
from Zhejiang University. 
Mona L. Taylor is the graduate 
assistant in the Communications 
Lab. Taylor, of Grayville, illinois, 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from EIU in Technology Education 
with concentrations in graphics and 
graphic arts. She is a member of Phi 
Delta Kappa, the international frater-
nity for educators. Taylor has accept-
ed employment as a software educa-
tor with Professionals' Software, Inc. 
(PSI) of Effingham. PSI educators 
travel the United States and Canada 
helping veterinarians and their staffs 
learn how to use PSI's Pet Health 
Management software solutions and 
diagnostic tools. 
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Awards and Scholarships 
Faculty Receive Honors for 
Outstanding Contn'butions 
Dr. Ping Liu was awarded a 
Faculty Excellence Award in Research 
and Creative Activity. Dr. Uu brought 
to completion three grants in 1995 
and is currently working with grants 
from NSF, illinois Department of 
Energy and Natural Resources, The 
Charles A. and Anne Morrow 
Lindberg Foundation as well as a 
grant from the Council for Faculty 
Research. 
Dr. Gene Strandberg was award-
ed the Paul Overton Award by the 
College of Continuing Education. The 
Paul Overton Award is awarded 
annually to faculty that have distin-
guished themselves in service to off 
campus programs. 
Numerous Student Awards 
& Scholarships Presented 
at April Reception 
On April 2, 1997 students in the 
School of Technology received recog-
nition for scholastic achievement and 
outstanding promise of success in the 
field of technology. 
Michael C. Stanfield received 
the Charles A. Elliott Award and 
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Elliott Industrial Technology 
Scholarship. Leslie M. Underwood 
and Jeremy M. Schwartzkopf 
received Roy E. Ehrsam Scholarships. 
Receiver of The School of Technology 
Alumni Scholarship was Adam S. 
Fedenia. Stephen J. Freitag received 
The Walter A. Klehm Technology 
Education Award and Paul Penrod 
received The Lucille M. Klehm 
Technology Education Award. 
Nathan D. Wall was the recipeint 
of both The Walter A. Klehm 
Industrial Technology Award and the 
American Society of Quality Control 
John Henry Memorial Scholarship. 
Mrs. Lois Elliott, Mrs. Lucille 
Klehm and Dr. Merwyn Klehm pre-
sented awards and visited with 
scholarship recipients and School of 
Technology faculty. EIU president, 
Dr. David Joms and Dr. Barbara 
Hillke, from EIU's Foundation also 
attended the reception. 
